
Voice of the Arts
Winter 2020

1

Each season the Performing Arts Association looks for a variety of  the top national 
and international touring shows. This season they offer Rhythm of  the Dance. This 
two-hour dance and music extravaganza contains a wealth of  Irish talent. The show 
is an inspiring epic, reliving the journey of  the Irish Celts throughout  history. Using 
modern art forms of  dance and music, this richly costumed show marries the contem-
porary and the ancient.

Rhythm of  the Dance has won critical acclaim across four continents of  the world. 
Tickets may be purchased online at saintjosephperformingarts.org or by calling 
816-279-1225.

An afternoon of  moving music, nostalgic theater, or cultural experience are all a great 
way to start off the new year! You can find a list of  upcoming arts events on page 4. 
Visit missouritheater.org for update-to-date information.

The Saint Joseph Symphony continues the Chamber Concert series with 
its January concert. This program presents music from the classical through 
modern periods, written by Czech, French, Russian, American, and Hungarian 
composers. It will be performed by the principal players from the wind section 
of  the Saint Joseph Symphony. The music ranges from serious to light hearted, 
and it will be a very warm and enjoyable way to spend a Sunday afternoon in 
January. The concert will be held at Huffman United Methodist Church at 3 
PM. Tickets can be found at www.saintjosephsymphony.org.

Pictured are musicians from a previous Chamber Concert. 

The cold winter months don’t mean you have to stay cooped up inside. Get out and enjoy one of  the upcoming 
events in the arts! 

Sometimes there’s nothing like a little childhood nostalgia! 
Robidoux Resident Theatre brings the Roald Dahl classic to life this 
season with Matilda The Musical! Matilda is a child gifted with tele-
kinesis who wants to use her powers for good. She unfortunately 
must face obstacles with her crude and uninvolved parents. 
However, her teacher, Miss Honey, gets involved to help her with 
her education and life. But even Miss Honey can’t always protect 
her from cruel adults such as Miss Trunchbull. 

Talented local actors bring to life the magical Matilda, dreadful Miss Trunch-
bull, and sunny Miss Honey.  Matilda The Musical will be performed at the Missouri Theater 
February 21-22 at 7:30 PM, and February 23 at 2 PM. Tickets can be found at www.rrtstjoe.org.

http://www.saintjosephperformingarts.org
http://missouritheater.org
http://www.saintjosephsymphony.org
http://www.rrtstjoe.org


A Letter from the 
President
November, December, and January present us with 

the most opportunities to celebrate as commu-
nity, family, colleagues, and friends than any other 
collective season of the year. The frequency of our 
gatherings demonstrates intention toward relation-
ships. It is with intention that we build relationships, 
and it is with intention that the arts community offers 
its gifts to you. Those who intentionally advocate, 
educate, and support the arts have committed to invest 
in a relationship, one that in a moment of reflection 
can change the trajectory of one’s day. Art – whether 
through music, dance, visual contemplation, theater, 
or just through the creation of something beautiful – 
builds community.

As we enter a new year, let’s reflect: What will the next 
year bring? How will I embrace the arts? What will 
I create? How will I lift up artists? Why will I invest? 
Why must I be intentional about the arts? Who will 
benefit from the arts? When is the right time to ad-
vocate for the arts? How might I be part of the arts 
community? What am I waiting for? Today is the day.

If I were to line up 25 
random citizens rang-
ing in age from 10-
100 and asked each to 
share an experience 
about the arts – their 
own creations or the 
benefits from experi-
encing art – I submit 
that there would be 
25 stories about how 
some arts experience 
made them laugh, 
cry, cheer, reflect, 
imagine, tap a foot, 
clap their hands, sway, or evoke a story that kept the 
moment alive. Let’s be intentional about the arts. Make 
2020 the year you commit to the arts. 

On behalf of the Allied Arts Council, member agen-
cies, and all who embrace the arts, celebrate with love 
and laughter. Finish strong and begin with a song in 
your heart and on your lips…

Melody
President, AAC

About Allied Arts Council

The Allied Arts Council of St. Joseph, Mis-
souri exists “to bring arts and people together.” 
Founded in 1963, the Council is one of the old-
est in the State of Missouri and is acknowledged 
statewide as an arts leader. In 1990, the City of 
St. Joseph designated the Allied Arts Council as 
the City’s official community arts agency. The 
Council takes the lead in our community in or-
ganizing, fund-raising, advocating, educating, 
and servicing the local arts community.

Organizational membership in the Council 
is open to nonprofit agencies who provide arts 
related activities. Currently fourteen arts and 
cultural agencies are members. As an umbrella 
agency, the Council assists with scheduling, 
funding, and marketing for all member agen-
cies. The Council is also working with the City 
of St. Joseph to increase marketing for the 
major performing arts center in the city, the 
Missouri Theater.

Member Agencies

Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art
American Guild of Organists

Creative Arts Productions
Junior League of St. Joseph

RiverSong Chorus
Performing Arts Association
Robidoux Resident Theatre

Runcie Club
St. Joseph Community Chorus
St. Joseph Figure Skating Club
St. Joseph Historical Society

St. Joseph Museums, Inc.
Saint Joseph Symphony

Saint Joseph Youth Chorale

Follow us!

@StJoeArts

@AACARTS
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https://www.facebook.com/StJoeArts/
https://twitter.com/AACARTs


Sculpture Walk, bringing arts and culture downtown
The Allied Arts Council in partnership with the City of St. Joseph calls all sculptors for the 7th 

annual St. Joseph Sculpture Walk!

All sculpture artists--regional, national, and international-- are invited to submit a piece of 
work for the 2020-2021 Sculpture Walk. Up to 20 selected sculptures will be part of the exhi-
bition scheduled for June 2020 through May 2021 and available for purchase to the public.

The Allied Arts Council hopes more local artists will submit work for consideration this 
year. The Sculpture Walk not only exposes St. Joseph to artists from across the country, but 

it is an opportunity to showcase the talent of our local artists. According to the Visual Arts 
Chair Becky Boerkircher, “It has been a number of years since a local artist submitted work. 

We really want to highlight our local artists and hope more will consider being a part of this 
year’s exhibit.”

The Sculpture Walk would also not be possible without sponsors and the Friends of the Sculpture Walk. There 
are tiers of sponsorship ranging in Bronze, Gold, Lifetime, and Platinum levels. For more information about 
sponsoring the Sculpture Walk, call the Allied Arts Council at 816.233.0231.

The Sculpture Walk continues to grow in its success and attracts individuals to the area. Patrons from various cit-
ies, states, and countries have visited Downtown St. Joseph to experience the annual exhibit. There’s also a chance 
to vote for your favorite sculpture for the People’s Choice Award. Ballots can be picked up and submitted at the 
Allied Arts Council office or one of the dropboxes downtown by January 31, 2020.

The deadline for sculpture submissions is February 10, 2020. Visit stjoearts.org on the St. Joseph Sculpture Walk, 
for details

Big Muddy 
Mini Maker Faire

Inventors, hobbyists and curious minds will gather at the 
Restoration Natatorium on March, 7, 2020, for the third 
annual Big Muddy Mini Maker Faire in Saint Joseph. 

The Big Muddy Mini Maker Faire is a gathering of fasci-
nating individuals who enjoy showing and telling what 
they can do. Engineers, tinkerers and much more, all by 
the name of “makers” come together for “The Greatest 
Show (& Tell) on Earth.” This glimpse of inspiration for 
future generations is a family-friendly showcase of inven-
tion, creativity and resourcefulness. 

If you are a maker and would like to learn more visit 
https://thebigmuddy.makerfaire.com/call-for-makers.
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http://www.stjoearts.org
https://thebigmuddy.makerfaire.com/call-for-makers


 

For a complete list of arts opportunties visit the 
Arts Calendar

What’s Happening in the Arts
January
9
Exhibition of Genghis Khan and Queen Nefer-
tari Daytrip
St. Joseph Museums
8:30 AM
$125
stjosephmuseum.org

19
Chamber Concert II: Wind Quintet
Saint Joseph Symphony
3 PM
Huffman United Methodist Church
$12.50-$25
saintjosephsymphony.org

25
Super Science Saturday
St. Joseph Museums
10 AM
Remington/Agenstein Hall - MWSU
$3
www.stjosephmuseum.org

25
Popovich Comedy Pet Theater
Performing Arts Association
2 PM
Missouri Theater
$12-$30
www.saintjosephperformingarts.org

February
5 
Citizens Day at the Legislature
Allied Arts Council
Jefferson City
mo4arts.org

10
Sculpture Walk Submission Deadline
Allied Arts Council
www.stjoearts.org

12
Poetry Out Loud
Allied Arts Council
4 P.M.
Troester Media Center

16
Chamber Concert III: Piano with Strings
3 PM
Ashland United Methodist Church
$12.50-$25
www.saintjosephsymphony.org

21-23
Matilda The Musical
Robidoux Resident Theatre
7:30 PM & 2 PM
Missouri Theater
$12-$33
www.rrtstjoe.org

29
Jukebox Saturday Night
Performing Arts Association
7:30 PM
$12-$45
www.saintjosephperformingarts.org

March
1
CAP Youth Theater Workshop Registration 
Begins
Creative Arts Productions
$175
www.capstjoemo.org

6-8
The Odd Couple, Female Version
Robidoux Resident Theatre
7:30 PM & 2 PM
Ruby Theatre
$17-$43
www.rrtstjoe.org

7-8
The Lion, The Witch, & The Wardrobe
The Dance Arts Center
Missouri Theater
www.thedanceartscenter.com

13
Rhythm of the Dance - The National Dance 
Company of Ireland
Performing Arts Association
7:30 PM
Missouri Theater
$12-$50
www.saintjosephperformingarts.org

28
Invitation to the Dance
Saint Joseph Symphony
7:30 PM
Missouri Theater
$5-$45
www.saintjosephsymphony.org 
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http://77.104.152.87/~teresaf9/Arts_Calendar.htm
https://www.stjosephmuseum.org/
http://www.saintjosephsymphony.org
https://www.stjosephmuseum.org/
http://www.saintjosephperformingarts.org
https://mo4arts.org/
http://www.stjoearts.org
http://www.saintjosephsymphony.org
http://www.rrtstjoe.org
http://www.saintjosephperformingarts.org
http://www.capstjoemo.org
http://www.rrtstjoe.org
http://www.thedanceartscenter.com
http://www.saintjosephperformingarts.org
http://www.saintjosephsymphony.org


Local Artist Spotlight: Patrick Evenson
You’ve probably seen him at local downtown events or have seen his work hanging in local shops. 
Patrick Evenson has worked as a photographer since he was in active duty military. While in the Ma-
rines, he was a combat photographer. Now, he photographs around St. Joseph to highlight the com-
munity and history of the area.

“You get lost in imagining how everything great about the cre-
ation of America, at one time, came through St. Joe,” Evenson 
said. “We were the gateway to the west, and because of that we 
have some amazing architecture, neighborhoods and stories. From 
downtown, to the parkway, and to up on the bluffs overlooking 
the Missouri River, there is a lot to make us take pause. “

After Evenson transitioned out of the Marines and moved to the 
St. Joseph area to attend school at Northwest Missouri State Uni-
versity, he began photographing bands at local bars. Just getting 
out and continuing to photograph allowed him to continue his 

passion and grow as a photographer, which is what he suggests to other budding photographers. 

“Do what you enjoy, learn, do better next time,” Evenson said. “I think 
a lot of creative people can get overwhelmed with their own self-crit-
icisms, or just don’t know where to start. That’s most days for me. But 
you can never get better or discover what works or doesn’t work until 
you begin.”

Evenson’s work is currently available at Manic Snail and Cafe Pony 
Espresso. You can find his work at coveragephotography.com or on the 
Coverage Photography Facebook page. 

Agency Spotlight: Creative Arts Productions
Creative Arts Productions has served the youth of Northwest Missouri for over 40 years with hands-on theatrical 
experiences. CAP allows participants to learn everything from set design to acting, singing, dancing, and more. 
Every summer, kids from third grade to seniors in high school look forward to trying out for the latest CAP 
production.

Local theater professionals work with youth to put together a production over 4 weeks in the summer. Tryouts 
and camp begin in June, and the performances 
take place at the end of July in the historic Mis-
souri Theater. Past productions include Aladdin 
Jr., Elf Jr., Mulan Jr., Alice in Wonderland Jr., 
Beauty & the Beast Jr., and Willy Wonka Jr. The 
2020 production will be announced in the spring.

Visit capstjoemo.org if your child or someone you 
know would like to participate in the 2020 CAP 
production.

5

http://coveragephotography.com
https://www.facebook.com/coverages/
http://capstjoemo.org


Thank you to our members 
who support the work of the 

Allied Arts Council. 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward H. Andres
Anonymous
Eugene & Joan Bales
John P. Barclay,  Jr.
Amy Basch
Kay Beatty
Debra & Barry Birr
Dr. Deborah Blachar
Donna Jean Boyer
Lori Boyer
Clay Buntrock
Tim & Merry Burtner
Jim Connors
Bobbie Cronk
Mr. & Mrs. Larry DeShon
Pat Dillon and Nancy Reese-Dillon
Janann Eldredge
Josh Emberton
Teresa Fankhauser & Erich Uhlhorn
A.M. (Susie) Evans
Gary and Sandy Frazer
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Freudenthal
Marcy George

Joe Gray
Sandra Hamilton
Chuck and Angie Hazelwood
Karen Heyde-Lipanovich
John & Joan Hickman
Stacey Hill
John T. & Ellen Hughes
Tom and Denise Kiehnhoff
Nancy & Kevin Kirby
Jacklyn Koeneman
Leah Spratt Charitable Trust
Beverley J. Lehman
Mr. & Mrs. David Liechti
Andrew and Clara Liles
Shawna Macrander
Gloria Mason Martin
Carol & Russell Matt
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Meierhoffer
Sandy Miller
Patrick & Terri Modlin
Amanda Morrow
Dr. & Mrs. Carlos Moya
Ron & Peggy Olinger
Nancy Pease
Steven & Jeannie Pitluck
Valyne Pochop & Alan Stolfus
David & Sallie Jo Potter
Steve & Karen Read

Natalie Redmond
Dr.  Jim & Carol Roever
Keith J. & Alison Schieber
Dr. & Mrs. Ross Shuman
Michael & Lee Ann Smiley
Debra Smith
Larry & Melody Smith
Thomas P.  Smith
Gerald Sprong & Mary Cotter
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Spurgat
Mr & Mrs. Jack Steury
Dr. Bob & Mary Helen Stuber
Frank Thomas & Jacqueline De-     
Koster Thomas
Creath & Ann Thorne
Kelly & Mark Tighe
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Turk
Donald & Carole Vollintine
Sue Wagner
Dorothy May Wenz
Tona Williams
Rhea Williams-Carpentieri
Cheryl & Lucy Wood
Mark R. & Karen Woodbury
John & Ali Wray
Barry Yantis

In memory of Michael Shaw
Given by James T. & Karen Graves

Join us to advocate for the arts at the annual Citizens Day at the Legislature on Wednesday, February 5, 2020. Spend the day 
at the Capitol in Jefferson City, MO meeting with our Missouri State Representatives and Senators Tony Luetkemeyer and 
Dan Hegeman to share why the arts are important to you and our community!

Visit mo4arts.org to register to attend Citizens Day at the Legislature with other Missouri Citizens for the Arts and to learn 
more about becoming an offical Missouri Citizens for the Arts advocate!

The Dance Arts Center Performing Arts Company is excited to 
bring back The Lion, The Witch, & The Wardrobe for the first 
time since March of 2018! 

“We feel that this unique dance production fills a void here in 
St. Joseph for semi-professional dance experience for both 
dancers and audience,” said Marla Heeler, Director. “This is a 
full story dance production not a dance recital.”

The production includes two professional dancers - Joseph 
Pilgram as Aslan and Megan Chiles as The White Witch.  

“This adds a level of professionalism to the production and 
really helps to bring the show to life,” Heeler said. 

The production is March 7 & 8 at the Missouri Theatre, and 
February 8 in Mound City. Discover more at thedanceartscen-
ter.com.

Citizens Day at the Legislature
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http://mo4arts.org
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Save the Date
David H. Morton Memorial Fund’s 
9th Annual Kentucky Derby Party 

When: Saturday, May 2nd, 2020 
4:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Where: Benton Club 
Cost: $50 per person

 

The annual Derby Par-
ty is in support of the 
David H. Morton 
Memorial Fund for the 
Arts.

The event will include 
a Southern style ap-
petizer buffet, mint 
juleps, and a cash bar. 

Watch the big race with friends while enjoying 
delectable food and helping a great cause. 

To RSVP call 816-232-8411 or email grudolph@
mortonreedlaw.com. Mail your check to The 
David H. Morton Memorial Fund for the Arts, c/o 
Ginger Rudolph, Morton Reed Counts Briggs and 
Robb, 400 Jules Street, Suite 320, St. Joseph, MO 
64501.

Traffic Box Project 2019
A new art installment brings color and ecological awareness to the corner of 10th and Frederick. After careful 
consideration, Will Stuck’s design was chosen for the annual project. 

“Bees seemed the best option for a few reasons,” Stuck said. 
“The importance of the honeybee as a pollinator and their 
role in life on our planet has been a major ecological topic to 
dwindling populations. Also, the honeybee is the Missouri 
State insect.”

Stuck also wanted the bees to symbolize the idea of 
many working together for a cause as honeybees do 
in a hive.

“The symbolism of the bee is focused on produc-
tivity, work, and working together for a common 
cause, and seems to be a great comparison to the 
push for the improvement of the St. Joseph Down-
town area.”

Stuck poses for a photo-op with retired Judge Merrill 
Steeb, who is an avid beekeeper.

The Traffic Box Project is an annual art installment to beautify 
Downtown St. Joseph, sponsored by the Allied Arts Council. 

Officers
Dr. Melody Smith
   President
Alison Schieber
   1st Vice President
Robert Dempster
   2nd Vice President
Brendon Clark
   Treasurer
Amy Basch
   Secretary

Board Members
Barry Birr
Bridget Blevins
Lauren Catron
Robert Corder, MD
Bobbie Cronk
Josh Emberton
Robert Franzen

Marcy George
Sam Ghatasheh
Karen Heyde-Lipanovich
Kathy Hill Bahner
Devon Kariker
Nancy Kirby
Denise Meyer
Sandy Miller
Terri Modlin
Amanda Morrow
Robbie Morton
Nick Robb
Martin Rucker
Mary Shuman
Tom Smith
Larry Stobbs
Jill Vanderpool
Liby Waltemath
Tona Williams

Allied Arts Council 2019-2020
Board of Directors
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Donate to the Arts Fund!
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Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: _____________________ Zipcode: ________________

Phone: __________________________ Email: _______________________________________

2020 Pledge: $_____________

   pFull Payment Attached  pPartial Payment Attached:     Amount Paid: __________ 
                   Amount Due: __________
   pBill Me:   pIn Full  pMonthly pQuarterly

Thank you for tax deductible donation.  pIndividual pCorporate/Business
Does your empoyer offer matching funds? pYes  pNo

Signature:_____________________________________________ Date: _______________________

Thank you in advance for your kind and generous donation!

 
Donate today

Arts Fund 2020
Thank you for your continued support of the arts in St. Joseph. As you prepare your 2020 budget, please include 
the Arts Fund of the Allied Arts Council in your planning. 

The Arts Fund strengthens the arts in the region by raising and responsibly allocating funds to promote artis-
tic and organizational excellence. Our mission is to make the arts accessible for all, but we need your help to 
achieve that! Your donation to the Arts Fund campaign keeps the arts affordable and ensures funded agencies 
can provide quality programming and educational experiences to St. Joseph. 

There are different ways you can give. 
MAKE A PLEDGE Using the pledge card below, complete the card and mail it to Arts Fund, 118 South 8 
Street, St. Joseph, MO 64501. 

PLEDGE ONLINE Using your credit card or PayPal you have two options for contributing to the Arts Fund.
 One Time Gift To make a one time gift click “Donate” to use your credit card or PayPal and make a  
 donation in any amount. 
 Monthly Gift To make a monthly gift click “Donate” and designate the amount you’d like to give each  
 month.  Click the “make this a monthly donation box” and proceed with your payment method.  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=rWPPNe9hit50-TiSEOkBoxuTTRfnENgGGAOeTS284WsXPqxRIZtKid7C1j5uALcu9eIG4G&country.x=US&locale.x=US
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=iSYGi26Ml5vNT49I90nRaWW5fYFO3XSdl1tiT-8_D5yTKW-JlDIpZ6n7Mz3WnxCcPvULnG&country.x=US&locale.x=US

