
  Thomas P.  Smith receives the Mayor’s Lifetime Achievement in the Arts Award

The Allied Arts Council held its annual meeting and the 29th Annual Mayor’s Awards for the 
Arts virtually, Thursday July 16, 2020. 

The Mayor’s Awards for the Arts are designed to honor and celebrate people and 
organizations that contribute to the vibrancy of the arts and/or increase access to 
arts experiences in St. Joseph, Missouri.  Nominations were sought for artists, arts 
organizations, advocates, educators, and corporate citizens that contribute to the 
arts. A panel of arts leaders from across the state selected the award recipients.

Mayor Bill McMurray announced the 2020 Mayor’s Awards recipients: Marla Heel-
er, Artist of the Year; R. Vance Baldwin, Arts Educator of the Year; Mary Shuman, 

Outstanding Volunteer; Calvin Kress, Youth Artist; Barry Birr, Individual Leadership; 
and Thomas P. Smith, Extraordinary Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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You, the arts, and COVID-19

Like the rest of the world, the creative community is navigating 
uncharted territory as we find ways to respond to the new nor-
mal of our lives. In St. Joseph, the creative community has piv-
oted to provide online events, virtual tours, and live events with 
responsible social distancing guidelines in place. Choirs 
are rehearsing virtually, actors rehearse with masks and musi-
cians play together 6 feet apart and with protective shields. All 
of these efforts are in place to continue creating art because the 
creative community must create. It is in our soul and DNA. 
However, without audiences filling the theatre, and patrons at-
tending museum and gallery openings earned income is plum-
meting.  

According to a Brookings Institute study, Lost art: Measuring 
COVID-19’s devastating impact on America’s creative economy 
the fine and performing arts industries of the creative economy 
have been hit hardest, suffering estimated losses of almost 1.4 
million jobs and $42.5 billion in sales. These estimated losses 
represent 50% of all jobs in those industries and more than a 
quarter of all lost sales nationwide.

Your support as we find our path to the new normal ensures the arts and cultural organizations you rely on will 
be here when we make it through to the other side. As the graphic demonstrates, there are many ways to support 
artists, arts and culture. Please support our valued arts and cultural institutions so they can continue serving our 
community for years to come. 

Image used with permission from Artworkarchive 
https://www.artworkarchive.com

https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog


Letter from the President
The Allied Arts Council is ready 
for the challenge of deliver-
ing the arts in a pandemic. We 
know the way our programs 
have been run in the past will 
definitely need to change and 
we are up for the challenge. 
Preparations and conversations 
have already begun as to how 
we continue our mission and 
abide by the safety recommen-
dations for our patrons, students 

and audiences. The continuation of arts is very valuable 
to us as a society and individuals. It’s about building re-
lationships and engaging in person to person interaction. 

Our community is blessed to have rich cultural arts 
available to everyone. Art is a conversation starter that 
lets us explore. To create or imagine is the act or pow-
er of forming a mental image of something not present 
to the senses, or, something never before wholly per-

ceived in reality. This describes art to me. When we talk 
about the arts, we include visual and performing arts, 
such as traditional craft, sculpture, digital art, photog-
raphy, dance, film, literature, music, singing, gardening 
and the culinary arts just to name a few. There are many 
different forms of art. Surely something for everyone.

Art is not just for educational or creative purposes. Experts 
claim arts programs can deliver many health benefits. 
Engaging in arts creates social activities and interaction 
with others, which can help relieve loneliness and allevi-
ate anxiety, depression and stress. The arts can help boost 
confidence and make us feel more engaged and resilient. 

That is why the continued work of the Allied Arts Coun-
cil and its member agencies is very important. Our mis-
sion is to “Bring the Arts and People together.” Let’s be 
creative- by exploring the past, looking at traditions 
and diverse cultures, it can help guide our future en-
deavors. Let’s rethink the phrase above for just a mo-
ment. How about our mission is “Arts Bring the People 
Together”? As I said before, art is a conversation starter. 

-Lee Ann Smiley
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We thought this was going to be a rough year for the Arts Fund; there was concern that businesses, trusts and pa-
trons might hold back contributing to the arts because of the uncertainty caused by the coronavirus. Thankfully, we 
were very wrong; the community came through and topped last year’s record-breaking contributions.  

Thanks to arts patrons like you, the annual Arts Fund campaign has continued to grow, allowing our funded mem-
ber agencies in normal times to better provide diverse arts experiences. This year, as agencies chart new paths to 
provide meaningful arts opportunities, your generosity allows them to hold on while we create a new normal.  

Arts Fund Co-Chairs Denise Meyer and Janie Findley, and their cabinet, Mary Shuman, Chrissy Parker, Brenda Brown, 
Dr. Melody Smith, Janell Becerra, Marcy George, Eileen Dyer and Alison Schieber, didn’t let the coronavirus stop 
them from meeting the challenge to raise $235,000 to support the work of Creative Arts Productions, Performing 
Arts Association, RiverSong, Robidoux Resident Theatre, St. Joseph Community Chorus, Saint Joseph Symphony, and 
the Allied Arts Council.  

You are our 
Arts Heros
THANK YOU!
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The Council appreciates every contribution 
and extends special recognition to the busi-
nesses that set the pace for giving:

PACESETTERS PLUS
($5,000 & above)
City of St. Joseph, Missouri
St. Joe Petroleum-Fastgas Convenience Stores
St. Joseph News-Press
Thanksgiving Fund
 

PACESETTERS
($1,500 - $4,999)
Altec Industries
Commerce Bancshares Foundation
East Hills Optimist Club
Evergy
Hillyard Industries
Missouri Western State University Employees
Mosaic Life Care Employees
Nestle Purina PTC
Nodaway Valley Bank
South St. Joseph Progressive Association
St. Joseph School District Employees
Sunshine Electronic Display Corp.
U. S. Bank

In 2020 over 556 individual households and 87 corpo-
rations contributed to the annual campaign. 

The arts in Buchanan County are a $21.1 million industry  
—one that supports 869 full-time equivalent jobs and 
generates $1.7 million in local and state government 
revenue.



Sculpture Walk Beer Basket 
On October 17 at 2:00 p.m. enjoy the cool autumn day and a brisk stroll through down-
town while enjoying a guided tour of the St. Joseph Sculpture Walk. After working up a 
thirst pick up your basket of beer to enjoy in the comfort of your own home.

The Sculpture Walk Beer Basket features beers you won’t find anywhere else including 
Liberty Cap Beers My Blue Wing, an American style Pale Ale, a light and refreshing hop 
forward ale with a citrus hop kiss finish, 1 String IPA,  a single hop IPA offering with 
three additions in the boil and a generous post fermentation dry hopping giving this 
beer a full bitter fruit hop finish and a floral nose and finally,  Manky Apple Cider, a 
semi-dry sparking English style cider.

Additional the basket may contain BamBreeze by By All Means, Billings Montana is a 
maltshake IPA offering a silky blend of exotic flavors. A malt barley base mixed with 
lactose to give this Maltshake IPA a sweet and creamy finish, while fruity notes of pine-
apple, vanilla, and mango send your taste buds to the tropics”. 6.5 AVB. BamBreeze is 
one sip away from sandy shores. 

Sinster by Laughing Sun Bismark, North Dakota, a Belgian Style Ale is a trickster. Playful, easy-drinking, effervescent, 
and dressed in golden finery, this beer packs the punch of a heavyweight champ. The pilsner malt profile and light 
pear flavor from the yeast esters draw you close. Raw sugar in the boil grabs you closer with a fervent clutch. No ill 
will intended! Surrender, sip, and smile. 9 AVB.

Pink Slip by Uberbrew, Billings, Montana  is brewed with more than 12 lb of raspberries per barrel to yield a bold 
and fruity taste. A zesty hint of lime cuts through the big raspberry flavor offering a vibrant fusion of tart and sweet.

Purcahse tickets online at http://alliedartscouncil.company.site or call the Allied Arts Council office at 816-233-
0231.

Sculpture Walk Breakfast Tour
 
Allied Arts Council continues its tradition of offering 
public art with a guided Sculpture Walk Breakfast 
Tour October 17 

Cooped-up locals and intrepid travelers have the 
opportunity to enjoy a classic cultural experience in a 
safe manner, outdoors and socially distanced. Better 
yet, it comes with a delicious egg and cheese break-
fast croissant with beverage. The tour starts at 118 
South 8 where you’ll pick up your breakfast before 
heading out on the tour.  

After numerous calls asking for a guided walking 
tour, the Sculpture Walk Breakfast Tour was created. 
Café Pony Expresso will provide the breakfast which 
includes your choice of an egg and cheese croissant 
or an egg, cheese and bacon croissant. Each breakfast 
includes either a 16 oz. coffee or tea.  Tickets are $20 
for the tour and egg and cheese croissant (an addi-
tional $2 to add bacon), and children’s tickets are $15.
To participate sign up at https://alliedartscouncil.
company.site. 
In the event of rain the tour will be rescheduled.
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Missouri Artists are 
invited to submit 
work for Missouri 
Art Now: A Bi-

centennial Celebration. This 
traveling exhibition features 
works from artists across the 
state.  The Albrecht-Kemper 
Museum is a partner in this 
project. To learn more visit 
https://artdeadline.com/ops/photo-
spiva/ 

5

The Allied Arts Council in partnership with the City of St. Joseph and Buchanan 
County,  is creating a festival to commemorate Missouri’s 200 year history and 
celebrate St. Joseph and Buchanan County’s unique contributions to the state. 

The two-day event on August 20-21, 2021 at Civic Center Park is built to 
showcase St. Joseph’s arts, culture, and history while exploring the businesses 
and innovations that put St. Joseph on the map. The festival is family friendly, 
highlighting St. Joseph’s contributions past and present in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. 

A committee of over thirty community volunteers from the arts, culture and 
business community is creating programming that will educate, entertain and 
delight.  Guests will delight in the  Musical History Tour, a unique experience 
created specifically to commemorate Missouri’s bicentennial taking audiences 
on a journey through the past, present and future of music.

St. Joseph Chautauqua will enlighten and educate the audience with little 
known historical aspects of the history of St. Joseph and the northwest Missouri region. The stage will tell the 
stories of the famous, the infamous, and the unknown and will celebrate the diversity of St. Joseph in race, 
culture and religion.

The Living History Grounds presented by the St. Joseph Historical Society will engage period-accurate reenac-
tors performing daily living activities such as sewing, butter making, and children playing games. 

S.T.E.A.M. Activities will entice adults and children alike to participate in S.T.E.A.M. activities. From chalk art to 
robot races there will be something for everyone.

Celebrate Culture- A celebration isn’t complete without the people that live, work and play in St. Joseph. The 
festival will celebrate our rich heritage and diversity. 

Innovation Zone- From meatpacking to scientific discoveries, St. Joseph has been on the frontier of discovery 
for generations. Businesses are invited to share their past successes, display their present accomplishments 
and give a preview of future endeavors.

Folk Art to Fine Art- The festival will feature regional fine and folk artists that highlight the best of Northwest 
Missouri by showcasing traditional arts, folk art created for everyday use and the face of modern art today.

For more information visit http://stjoearts.org/2021festival. Details are added as the festival plans develop so 
check back frequently. 

 
St. Joseph Sculpture     
Walk Call for Entry

The Allied Arts Council is 
accepting applications for the 
2021 Sculpture Walk. Artists  
compete for cash awards and 
receive a $750 stipend. For 
details and to submit appli-
cation visit https://www.stjoearts.
org/programs_sculpture_walk.htm

   Call for Artists
Northwest Missou-
ri Folk and Fine 
Artists are invit-

ed submit work for the St. 
Joseph 2021: from steam to 
S.T.E.A.M Festival.  This 2-day 
festival will highlight the 
creativity  and artistry of area 
artists. Find details at https://
www.stjoearts.org/2021festival.

http://stjoearts.org/2021festival
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Memorial Gifts to Arts Education

In memory of Barbara Maxwell, long-time member of the Arts 
Education Committee
Given by Teresa Fankhauser
Given by Cathy Ketter

In memory of Tammy Santos, former Allied Arts Council em-
ployee
Given by Teresa Fankhauser
Given by Cathy Ketter

Honorarium Gifts to the Allied Arts 
Council/Mayor’s Arts Awards

In Honor of Barry Birr
Given by Dr. Sharon Kosek

In Honor of 2019-20 Central High School Jazz Band
Given by Dr. Sharon Kosek 

Memorial Gifts to the Allied Arts Council

In Memory of Tammy Santos
Given by John and Ali Wray

Honorarium Gifts to the Arts Fund

In Honor of Sharmyn Thompson
Given by Nadine Burns

“In gratitude for my time in St. Joseph, particularly with the St. 
Joseph Community Chorus. I’m also grateful for RRT. So many of 
my students have shone on that stage.” 
Given by Jennifer Stammers

In Honor of Darren Verbick on his retirement
Given by:
Janell Becerra   Nancy Kirby
Terry Brock   Melanie Maxwell
Darla Brown   Natalie McDowell
Alex Casselman   Ruth Rathbun
Angie Dorsey   Jolie Riley
Jason Harmon   Molly Ring
Christie Jackson   Savana Ritter
Taylor Kaat   DeeDee Stackhouse
Ashley Kempt   Laura Wagers

Memorial Gifts to the Arts Fund

In Memory of Dr. Phil Acuff
Given by Jane Nelson Thompson

In Memory of Xerma Dowdy
Given by Tammi Hale
Given by Randy & Vicki Rowland

In Memory of Walt Drannan
Given by Martha Clark & Family

In Memory of Donald Folks
Given by Jim L. & Pat E. Graves

In Memory of Wyllis Glise
Given by Jeannine Glise

In Memory of Virginia Gohlke
Given by Dr. Nathanael May & Michelle Rautmann

In Memory of  William Henry Guenther
Given by Elaine Guenther

In Memory of Ken Hamlin
Given by Sandy Hamlin
Given by Vince & Melissa Koch

In Memory of Ted Hauser 
Given by Nancy Goode/Moonlight Leather

In Memory of Dorothy Heringer
Given by Eileen Lockwood

In Memory of Former Deputy Mayor and retired Police Chief Mike 
Hirter
Given by Dawn Hirter

In Memory of Etta & Logan Jeffers
Given by James & Frances Jeffers

In Memory of John Karn
Given by Jim L. & Pat E. Graves

In Memory of Taylor Lorenz
Given by Mr. & Mrs. James Dawkins

In Memory of C. Ross McClellan
Given by His Family

In Memory of Edna Muehlbach
Given by Jim Muehlbach

In Memory of Charlotte Oliver
Given Beverley J. Lehman

In Memory of Past Members of St. Joseph Chapter Delta Delta Delta
Given by Delta Delta Delta Alumnae – St. Joseph

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Punzo
Given by Mr. & Mrs. Edward Anderson

In Memory of Robert & Mary Rocha
Given by Matthew Bobela

In Memory of Gene Sanders
Given by Madeleine Sanders

In Memory of Viola Rainey Smith
Given by Dr. Helyn V. Strickland

In Memory of Doug Snyder
Given by Andrew Clark

In Memory of Mary Allen Strickland
Given by Dr. Helyn V. Strickland

In Memory of Janet M. Wiedmer
Given by Wayne L. Wiedmer

In Memory of Cathy Ann Heyde Wilkinson
Given by Karen Heyde-Lipanovich

Honor or Memorial Gifts

Whether celebrating, honoring or memorializing, donors can 
make recognition gifts to one of Allied Arts Council’s programs. 
To learn more or to give please contact Executive Director Teresa 
Fankhauser.



Thank you in advance for your kind and generous donation!

Dear Arts Supporters,

We hope all is well with you, our arts supporters, as we deal with the coronavirus pandemic, which has had a 
devastating effect on the arts; it will be awhile before life is back to some sort of normal.  We feel sadness at 
not being able to share artistic experiences together, but have embraced alternative formats to keep our pro-
grams going. 

For fifty-seven years the Allied Arts Council has served the St. Joseph community by following our mission of 
bringing arts and people together, and we celebrate our longevity made possible by the loyal and generous 
support from people who believe in what we do. 

The Allied Arts Council membership drive supports the direct programs of the Council, and your gift to the drive 
provides quality arts experiences for the community, especially our children, and insures our programs continue 
during these trying times. Our direct programs include:

• Artists in the Schools places artists in the classroom virtually for 2020-21 
• Artscape, an integrated summer arts camp for children, postponed from 2020 to 2021 
• Sculpture Walk, a visual arts program in partnership with the City of St. Joseph, continues as the Walk  
            works well with social distancing outdoors  
• Mayor’s Awards for the Arts recognize outstanding artistic achievement and contribution

Your support is crucial in allowing us to continue our mission of bringing arts and people together, and your 
investment in the Council’s programs is an investment in St. Joseph.

To support the programs of the Allied Arts Council visit https://www.stjoearts.org/programs_art_for_life.htm 
or simply mail your donation to: 

Allied Arts Council
Membership Campaign
118 South 8 Street
St. Joseph, MO 64501

We wish you good health during this time and thank you in advance for your support as we look forward to the 
day when we can once again gather together.

Sincerely,

Teresa Fankhauser 
Executive Director
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October

Currently – October 20
Broadway and Beyond
Performing Arts Association
Tickets - $22.00 per streaming 
device.  
816-279-1225
www.performingarts-saintjoseph.org

November

Celluloid Advertisements
Robidoux Row Museum
Display of buttons, mirrors, and 
other household items from Saint 
Joseph businesses made from 
celluloid (the first plastic).
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. daily through 
November
www.robidouxrowmuseum.org 

2-4
Clue
7:30 pm (Fri./Sat.) 2:00 pm. (Sun.)
Ruby Theater
Robidoux Resident Theatre
www.rrtstjoe.org

5 – November 27
Virtual Youth Concert from the 
Missouri Theater
Saint Joseph Symphony
www.saintjosephsymphony.org

6
Virtual Artist Talk: Don Anderson
Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art 
2:00 p.m. 
www.albrecht-kemper.org

13-22
MASK-R-AID ™ Art Masks on
display  at Albrecht-Kemper
Museum of Art
Saint Joseph Symphony
www.saintjosephsymphony.org

17
Guided Sculpture Walk Breakfast 
Tour
Allied Arts Council
10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
$15-$22
http://alliedartscouncil.company.site

Sculpture Walk Beer Basket Tour
Allied Arts Council
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
$25 - $35
http://alliedartscouncil.company.site

25 
MASK-R-AID ™ Drive Through 
at Hyde Park 
1 -2:30 pm/Winners Announced 
at 2:45 pm
Saint Joseph Symphony
www.saintjosephsymphony.org

26
Witches Tea
Noon & 6:30 p.m.
Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art
www.albrecht-kemper.org

30
Spooktacular Science 
K-3rd grades
9:30 – 12:00 p.m.
Wyeth Tootle Mansion
St. Joseph Museums, Inc.
https://www.stjosephmuseum.org/

Novemeber

8
American Girl® Doll Club
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Museums, Inc.
https://www.stjosephmuseum.org/

27-29
A Christmas Story
7:30 pm (Fri./Sat.) 2:00 pm (Sun.)
Ruby Theater
Robidoux Resident Theatre
www.rrtstjoe.org

Ongoing Arts and Culture 
Opportunities

KIDS MEDIA MIX-UP
Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art
www.albrecht-kemper.org

St. Joseph Sculpture Walk
Allied Arts Council
www.stjoearts.org/sculpture_
walk_sculptures.htm

ArKIDtecture Club
St. Joseph Museums, Inc.
https://www.stjosephmuseum.
org/

Arts on the Move 
All shows at 3 p.m.
Performing Arts Association
www.performingarts-saintjoseph.org 

Oct. 10 – Six O’Clock Swing
East Gate Drive

Oct. 17 – Kristin Hamilton
Wyeth-Tootle Mansion

Oct. 24 – Kathleen Holeman
Garden Gate North

Oct. 31 -  Halloween Show
with Brett Isim & Oso
Stonecrest Terr.

What’s Happening in the Arts
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